
	

4	

1. Careful	observation	of	the	tonal	value	is	
essential,	so	your	flower,	or	photo	of	your	
flower	needs	to	have	a	clear,	directional	light	
source.	Working	with	a	lighter	and	a	darker	
yellow,	fill	in	the	basic	colour	using	the	lighter	
yellow	in	areas	catching	the	light	and	the	
darker	yellow	in	areas	that	are	more	
shadowed.	Once	the	basic	colour	is	laid	in	
smoothly	and	evenly,	burnish,	with	firm	
pressure.		I	used	Ivory,	but	you	could	use	White	
if	you	preferred.	Burnishing	will	blend	and	
further	smooth	your	initial	layers.	

3.	Once	all	the	petals	are	complete,	move	on	to	the	trumpet.	Notice	that	the	same	technique	is	used	throughout.	
Remember	that	the	trumpet	of	your	daffodil	could	be	a	different	colour,	but	the	actual	technique	will	not	vary	–	LAY	
IN	BASIC	COLOUR,	BURNISH,	GO	BACK	WITH	BASIC	COLOUR,	ADDING	A	‘TONAL	TOOL’.		
Do	be	aware	of	the	tiny	areas	of	reflected	light	that	have	been	left	to	separate	areas	of	similar	tone.	
Once	the	stalk	has	been	added	(	using	the	same	technique	as	has	been	used	throughout	this	exercise)	you	may	see	the	
need	to	gently	add	a	few	extra	darks.	This	needs	to	be	done	with	much	tact	due	to	the	delicate	colouring	of	the	yellow	
daffodil,	but	can	add	the	‘finishing	touch’.	
NOTE:	the	colour	yellow	can	be	challenging	on	white	paper.	Do	be	aware	of	the	edges	of	the	petals	and	add	extra	tone	
in	places,	but	do	not	outline	the	flower.	

2.	After	the	burnish,	you	will	need	to	go	back	over	the	flower	
with	the	same	yellows	as	previously	used	but	also	including	a	
‘tonal	tool’.	A	‘tonal	tool’	is	a	tonally	darker	colour	that	will	
add	and	strengthen	the	shadow	areas	which	in	turn	creates	the	
illusion	of	further	‘lights’.	I	used	Manganese	Violet	which	works	
very	well	with	yellow	to	create	interesting	shadow	areas.	Do	
remember	to	always	add	further	yellow	over	whatever	‘tonal	
tool’	you	have	used.	Work	carefully	to	ensure	gentle	blending	
with	no	harsh	joins	of	tone	and	colour.	I	prefer	to	work	petal	by	
petal	ensuring	that	each	petal	is	completed	before	moving	on	
to	the	next.	Again,	careful	observation	is	needed	to	show	the	
detailing	and	accuracy.	
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