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The Old Kennels, Stentwood, Dunkeswell, Devon, EX14 4RW 

	
	

Courses	run	10am	-	4pm,	we	will	be	glad	to	welcome	you	for	coffee	from	9.45am.		
	A	selection	of	teas,	coffee	and	soft	drinks	are	inclusive	and	served	throughout	the	day.		

	
Lunch	is	served	as	a	‘bring	and	share’	sit	down	buffet,	please	bring	a	small	plate	of	food	to	share,	or	

lunch	can	be	provided	by	pre-booking	at	a	cost	of	£5	
	

We	also	offer	4*	B&B	accommodation	please	enquire	or	see	the	website	for	full	details	
	

Directions	to	The	Old	Kennels	can	be	found	on	our	website	(sat	nav	will	not	bring	you	to	the	door!)	
	

tel. 01823 681138     email: info@theoldkennels.co.uk 

www.theoldkennels.co.uk 
 
 
 

 

Wednesday 29th & Thursday 30th April 2020 
 

VERRE EGLOMISE  

 
With Yanny Petters www.yannypetters.net 

 
Reverse painting on Glass/Verre Eglomisé are terms for an ancient method of decorating 
glass with gold and paint. Unlike stained glass it is not intended to be lit from behind. In 

central Europe farmers painted icons which they sold to pilgrims. The technique is used in 
decorating mirrors to this day and there are many important collections in Europe. 

 
Yanny has been exploring the medium for over 30 years since working as a sign writer. In this course 
she will share some of the methods she employs to create her unique paintings while encouraging 
participants to make an experimental artwork or mirror.  

 
£185 (plus approx. £25 materials) 

Requirements List 
Please wear old clothes, tie long hair back or pin it up.  As you will be working with glass we 

request that you wear shoes which cover your feet and not sandals.  
 

Bring water soluble coloured pencils, latex gloves, pencils, ruler, scalpel with pointed blade (not 
curved), cotton rags, your own paint brushes if you have any, A4 line drawing or design, scissors. 
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YANNY PETTERS     PAINTINGS ON GLASS 
 
Verre Églomisé - Hinterglasmalerei - Reverse painting on glass 
 
A technique in which glass is decorated on it's reverse side in a wide variety of styles, from simple designs in just 
a few colours to engraved gold leaf, to 'tinsel glass' using translucent colour and foil as well as mirrors. 
 
INTRODUCTION     
Yanny Petters has been painting on glass using a technique known as Reverse Painting or Verre Églomisé since 
she trained as a signwriter in the early 1980s. Her continued fascination for the technique has led her to explore 
its origins and to develop her own style and application.       
Here she gives a brief history and explanation of an art form which all but disappeared since its heyday in the late 
18th and early 19th centuries. 
The following authors are recommended for further and more in depth information: Gold Leaf, Paint & Glass, by 
Frances Federer, Thomas Publications, London, 2012.  
and Simone Bretz: https://bretz-hinterglas.com/reversepainting.html 
 
ORIGINS  
The earliest known examples were made in the 3rd to 5th centuries when the Egyptians and Romans decorated 
the bases of vessels with religious and secular decorative motifs. The design was protected between two fused 
pieces of clear glass. 
 
The technique was first named to differentiate it from stained glass in Augsburg, Germany, around 1684. It was 
prevalent in Bohemia and Bavaria among farmers who produced work on glass to supplement their farming 
income. It became a folk art form with religious icons as a popular subject during the 18th and 19th centuries in 
Central Europe. It was known in the Canton province in China  where nonprofessional artists painted copies of 
Old Masters and mirrors for export to Northern Europe, especially Britain,  as well as highly detailed work for 
the home market. Other examples of high quality painting on glass can also be found in India and Indonesia. The 
term ‘Verre Églomisé’ comes from the name of an artist and collector of glass paintings in the 18th century called 
Jean Baptiste Glomy. 
 
The technique was explored by the Blue Rider group of artists in the 1920s who turned what had been a folk art 
into fine art. Artists of the calibre of Kandinsky, Marc, Klee and Münter produced glass paintings. The Irish 
illustrator and cartoonist Marion King (1897-1963) patented the technique in the UK and Ireland in the 1930s and 
exhibited her 'invention' in Paris and New York. 
 
Examples of painting on the back of glass are to be found in various collections. The most significant of these is 
the Udo Dammert collection at the Schloßmuseum in Murnau, Bavaria. Painting on glass was also a common 
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technique among signwriters who used it to create fascia signs, decorated windows and mirrors. It is still being 
done in the present time though nowhere near as much as in Victorian and Edwardian times.   
Nowadays, the art is enjoying a revival with new computer aided designs and large artworks being incorporated 
into architecture. 
 
TECHNIQUE  
Reverse painting / Verre Églomisé / Hinterglasmalerei involves painting on the back of glass using opaque 
colours and sometimes gold leaf. This means that the details and highlights of the painting must be applied first. 
Decorative mirrors are produced in a similar fashion, either by removing the silvering in the areas to be painted or 
in masking off the design before the glass is silvered. 
 
In the past the paint used by artists was a mixture of ground pigment, linseed oil and varnish. The colour range 
was very limited being mainly white, black, ochre, brick red, olive green, brown and gold. The colour was 
applied pure and flat, without mixing colours. Black or brown was used to outline the design  and the rest of the 
colours were used to fill in the shapes.    
 
Today, special paints in strong, lightfast colours have been developed for the signwriting trade. Yanny uses these 
paints as well as her own recipe including water based colours, acid etching & gold leaf when working on glass. 
 
Yanny's paintings are in a number of collections including the Office of Public Works at the Wicklow Mountains 
National Park headquarters as well as in the Dr. Shirley Sherwood collection at Kew Gardens, London. She has 
produced decoative bar front panels for the Merrion Hotel in Dublin. Yanny has also produced many private 
commissions. She is represented by the Olivier Cornet Gallery in Dublin where she exhibits regularly. 
www.oliviercornetgallery.com 

 


